
ACCEPTANCE - CARING - EXCELLENCE - RESPECT 

 

 

 

 

We have recently welcomed Arizona & 

Ethan Desborough, Charlee & 

Maddison Tindall, Grace McIntyre and 

Jayda Daniell to our school  

7 December 2021 

TERM DATES 2022 

Term 1: 2 Feb-14 Apr  Term 2: 2 May-8 July   Term 3: 25 July-30 Sept   Term 4: 17 Oct-12 Dec 

FAREWELL KING GRANT 
 
It is with great sadness that we say goodbye 

to Grant next week. Our students gave him a 

wonderful send off on Friday and crowned him 

King Grant!  

 

Grant, we thank you for all the wonderful 

work you have done here at our school. We 

know what a passion you have for making a 

difference in young peoples lives and this 

shows through in everything you do.   

 

The staff and students will really miss you, but 

wish you all the very best for whatever your 

next adventure brings!  



After 17 years, and several hundred newsletters later, this 2021 final edition will 
be my last! 
 
After a long stint here as principal I am looking forward to a new direction post 
Temuka Primary School. Although this is a sad and at times emotional time for 
me, I am proud to have been your principal since my arrival here in 2005. This 
really hit me hard last Friday at the special school assembly where teachers and 
students made cards and presented items on this occasion. My lasting reflective 
memory will undoubtably be the relationships formed over the years with 

students, staff and of course yourselves as parents and members of this wonderful community 
we all share in. 
 
Thank you, parents, and our wider community for your support of our school and for the things 
we do. You are the valuable link to the educational equation that we value so dearly.  I’d like to 
express my sincere thanks to you as parents for always being there for your children to support 
them as they grow from children and into the community as young adults. In some instances, I 
have known several generations of families over this time. I am however saddened that due to 
the ongoing Covid restrictions the opportunities to say goodbye to you, particularly in person, 
will be somewhat limited given the current climate.  
 
Temuka Primary starts a new chapter next year with the arrival of Mrs Donna Hessell and from 
my research she could possibly be the first female school principal of Temuka Primary. Having 
met Mrs Hessell I leave knowing that our school is in very capable hands for the future. I wish 
her and all our staff all the very best for 2021. For me it’s a new chapter entitled Destination 
Unknown. A little uncertain but another challenge for me to get my teeth into.  
 
On Sunday I received the sad news of the passing of Mrs Price following illness. Mrs Price taught 
as a release teacher in Team Aoraki from the beginning of 2020 and finished at the end of Term 
One this year. Mrs Price will be sadly missed by everyone here at TPS and we extend our 
deepest sympathies to her family and friends at this time. 
 
Tuesday 14 December will be the final day for students and this includes all bus students. The 
buses will be running on this day. On behalf of everyone here at Temuka Primary, I wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and a very happy holiday. May 2022 be a great year full of normality 
and prosperity! 
 
Grant Willocks 
Principal 

SCHOOL BREAK UP - TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER 2021 
Due to Covid restrictions this is by invite only. 

 
The Ministry of Education are encouraging schools to continue with vigilance the Level 2 Covid 
restrictions together with some of the Covid Protection Framework (Traffic Light System). This 
has meant that although we can still run our full school Break Up, we have to restrict numbers 
of parents coming but with a priority of one member from each Yr6 family. Timaru District 
Council policy requires all users when entering their facilities to produce the vaccine pass upon 
entry. 
 
Our Break Up will start at 11.00am in Temuka’s Alpine Energy Stadium. It will be a chance to 
relive some of the school year plus recognise some of our students with certificates and cups, 
with the highlight being the farewell to 51 Year 6 students from our school. 
 
We are working on videoing the Break Up and hope to upload this link to either our school 
website or YouTube. I will send out the link no later than next Wednesday 15 December 2021.  



SWIMMING 
 
We are appreciative of Government funding that has allowed our school to reline our aging 
and badly leaking school swimming pool. Work has finally been completed and the pool will 
be recommissioned back into full use from the start of next year.  
 
Team Rocket have just completed the Timaru District Council run Swim for Life Programme 
at the Domain Pool and next year our Year 5/6 students will have a similar swimming 
educational programme in the early stages of the term. 
 
Weather permitting, our teams will all have a fun swim at the Domain Pool this week. 

SCHOOL REPORTS 
 

End of Year student reports will go home to families via email this Friday.  
 
They will also include the Mid-Year comments, which will enable parents to see progress 
throughout the year. Students from Year 1 to Year 5 will also be informed of their teacher 
for 2022.  
 
When your child’s report arrives we encourage you to share and celebrate this with your 
child. 
 
Next year’s school stationery lists have already been sent home via email and these are also 
available online from our school website and in our school APP under documents.  

Congrats to the relay teams who represented our school at this annual event at Caroline 
Bay. Results from each team are…. 

Caroline Bay Relays Results 2021 

Year 5/6 Girls       Year 5/6 Boys 
1st Pleasant Point Beagles  34.36 1st Pleasant Point Great Danes  30.49 
2nd Gleniti Rottweilers   35.17 2nd Gleniti Corgis     31.15 
3rd Woodbury Bulldogs   35.27 3rd St Joseph’s Timaru    31.32 
4th Woodbury Retrievers  36.56 4th Temuka Primary    32.13 
5th Gleniti Greyhounds   37.49 5th Woodbury Spaniels    32.40 
6th  Temuka Primary   39.18 6th Gleniti Terriers     33.08 
7th Pleasant Point St Bernards 39.26 7th Woodbury Schnauzers   33.59 
8th Pleasant Point Dachshunds 41.12 8th Pleasant Point Border Collies  35.30 
         9th Pleasant Point Bassett Hounds  36.53 
         10th Pleasant Point Bloodhounds  42.18 
 
 

Friday 10 December End of Year Reports home via email 

Tuesday 14 December Break Up and Prize giving 11.00am Alpine Energy Stadium Temuka. 
This is by invite only 
Final day for students 

Wednesday 15 December Teachers Only Day 

Thursday 27 January 2022 School Office opens for 2022 

Wednesday 2 February School starts for 2022! 



In the recognition of the great work both in 

building and maintaining  our bike track, 

Mrs Narayan and I took the opportunity to 

take 12 of our Bike Jumpers for a day out 

riding. We travelled to Timaru and rode the 

trails from Centennial Park around the 

Timaru Wetlands and out to South Beach 

and return. Thanks to Mrs Narayan’s father 

Brian for also helping supervise the group. 

Centennial Park is an amazing place to ride 

your bike, hosting around 22km of trails for 

riders of different abilities.  

BIKE  
JUMPERS 



OPEN AIR 
CAMPAIGNERS 

 
Thanks to Alison Anderson for again organising her friends Roy 

and Marty from Christchurch for this annual Christmas 

celebration.  

Sadly this year due to Covid restrictions there was only room in 

the hall for Team Rocket and Team Aoraki to attend but those 

that were able to come along really enjoyed the experience. 



RIDING FOR DISABLED 
 

We are lucky enough to have 3 of our students attend Riding for Disabled. The volunteers from 
Geraldine Riding for Disabled run this amazing programme each Tuesday. Our students get to ride 
for 30 minutes. 
 
Damian’s horse is called Natty, Lincoln rides Kat and Emelia rides Lucca. They have all formed very 
special relationships with their horses over the time they have been attending and are always very 
disappointed if it is cancelled for any reason. 
 
They play games while they are on the horses, such as matching pictures, shooting hoops and 
bowling.  




